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Mr  .  ASPDEN,  the  fubjedt  of  thefe  pages,  de- 
ferves  a  place  in  the  catalogue  of  Chriftian  wor¬ 
thies,  as  a  man  of  undoubted  fincerity  in  his  reli¬ 
gious  profeffion ;  of  exemplary  piety,  dability,  for¬ 
titude,  and  ufefulnefs  in  life ;  and  of  the  mod  un- 
fliaken  confidence  and  joyful  triumph  in  the  hour 
of  death.  He  had,  it  is  true,  his  weaknefies  as  a 
man,  and  what  fome  might  term  faults  ;  if  not, 
he  would  have  been  exempted  from  the  com¬ 
mon  frailties  and  fuffer  ings  of  human  nature.  To 
be  free  from  defects,  is  what  does  not  belong  to 
this  date  of  being.  The  bed  of  Chridians  are  not: 
fo  perfect  in  this  life,  as  to  be  free  from  ignorance, 
nor  from  mifiake  in  things  uneffential,  which,  in¬ 
deed,  is  almoit  an  unavoidable  confequence  of 
it.  The  fouPs  dwelling  in  flefh  and  blood,  and 
thinking  by  the  mediation  of  our  bodily  organs, 
which  have  fudered  equally  with  the  red  of  our 
frame,  is  one  caufe  of  this.  And,  confequent.Iy, 
the  bed  of  men,  while  in  thefe  regions  of  mor¬ 
tality,  have  many  infirmities,  many  defects,  either 
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in  converfation  or  behaviour,  which  are  tranD 
greffions  of  the  perfect  law,  and  fliew  that  the 
mofi  perfect  have  continual  need  of  (he  merits 
of  Chi  it],  even  for  their  adiuak  tranfgreffions,  and 
may  well  fay  for  them felves,  as  well  as  their  bre¬ 
thren,  forgive  us  our  trefpafles.  Yet,  where  every 
word  and  action  fprings  irom  love,  fuch  mrflakes 
are  not  properly  fins,  for  there  is  a  ccnfcience  'void 
of  offence.  However,  they  cannot  bear  the  rigour 
of  God's  juftice,  but  need  the  atoning  blood’ of 
Chrifit.  And  refpefting  our  much  valued  Friend, 
to  he  as  he  was,  is  indeed  fubjebl  of  praife,  and 
w  orthy  of  diligent  imitation. 

He  was  born  January  2  1  ft,  1766,  at  Harwood, 
near  Blackburn,  of  refpectable  parents,  members  of 
the  church  of  England.  Of  his  infant  precocity  1 
that!  only  ohferve,  that  he  foon  exhibited  promi¬ 
nent  features  of  a  genius  for  learning,  fprightlinefs 
of  behaviour,  and  a  tafie  for  fome  difiinguifhed 
rank  in  fociety.  Fie  received  his  claffica!  educa¬ 
tion  at  Ciitheroe,  under  the  tuition  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Wiifioe,  author  of  an  Archeological  D  iff  ionary. 
When  his  education  was  completed,  his  parents 
put  him  apprentice  to  the  prefent  Dr.  St.  Clare, 
of  Prelion,  who  then  refid ed  in  Blackburn  ;  the 
medical  profeffion  being  congenial  to  his  own 
inclination  and  withes. 

When  the  term  of  his  apprenticefhip  was  ex¬ 
pired,  and  he  at  liberty  to  act  for  himfelf,  he  went 
to  London,  where  he  flayed  but  a  little  while. 
From  thence  he  went  to  Richmond  in  Surry,  and 
was  with  a  Mr.  Charlton,  a  perfon  of  eminence 


in  the  medical  line  ;  whole  attachment  to  him, 
and  opinion  of  his  profefiional  abilities,  were  fuch, 
that  he  made  him  conliderable  offers  to  continue 
with  him.  But,  after  he  had  been  about  twelve 
months  with  Mr.  Charlton,  there  being  a  vacancy 
at  Coin,  his  father  wrote  to  him,  and  flrongly 
urged  him  to  embrace  it  ;  and  though,  at  that  time, 
he  preferred  the  lituation  where  he  was,  and  was 
pleafed  with  his  profpedts,  yet,  prompted  by  filial 
affection,  and  influenced  by  parental  authority,  he 
gave  it  up,  and  gratified  his  father’s  withes. 

He  w7ent  to  Coin ;  where  he  foon  formed  good 
connections,  was  fuecefsful  in  bufinefs,  and  much 
refpedted  by  a  numerous  acquaintance  ;  but  was  ail 
entire  ffranger,  if  not  an  enemy,  to  vital  religion. 
Does  not  the  following  anecdote  of  him  give  a 
proof ofthis?  One  day,  when  called  out  to  attend 
a  Methodifl,  and  feeing  her  have  a  New  Telia- 
ment  and  a  hymn-book  lie  betide  her  on  the  bed,  he 
threw  them  afide,  and  faid,  “  You  will  never  be 
better  while  you  have  fuch  books  about  you  1” 
She,  feeing  his  ignorance  of  God  and  antipathy 
againtl  religion,  and  believing  it  very  improper  for 
gentlemen  ol  the  faculty  to  deprive  the  afflidted  of 
the  means  of  religious  improvement  and  confisca¬ 
tion,  lifted  up  her  heart  to  God  in  prayer  for  him, 
that  he  would  give  him  to  fee  himfelf,  and  the  ab- 
folute  neceflity  of  applying  to  Jefus  Chrifl  the  in¬ 
fallible  Phyflcian  of  fouls.  She  recovered  of  that 
diforder  ;  but  was  afterwards  feized  with  a  con* 
fumption,  at  the  time  he  was  under  conviction  for 
tin  ;  and  flie  now  told  him  of  his  former  conduct,  and 
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of  her  prayers  to  God  for  him:  they  became  very 
intimate;  and  (lie  died  in  peace.  If  moral  infl  ruc¬ 
tion  and  religious  preparation  were  to  be  fut- 
pended  for  the  operation  of  phydcal  prefcription, 
the  phyfician  would  in  fome  cafes  nullify  the  di¬ 
vine,  and,  while  he  attempted  to  fave  the  body, 
would  eventually  damn  the  foul. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Adamfon,  curate  of  Coin,  gave 
public  lectures  at  the  work-houfe  about  this  time, 
where  Mr.  Afpden  often  attended  as  a  hearer,  as 
well  as  at  the  church,  and  alfo  occafionally  at  the 
Methodid  chapel.  And,  b.y  hearing  Mr.  Adamfon 
in  till  much  upon  faith,  and  the  Methodids  recom¬ 
mend  and  urge  good  works,  he  was  rather  at  a  lofs 
how  to  reconcile  them,  not  feeing  their  connection, 
or  how  the  one  is  produced  by  the  other.  How¬ 
ever,  he  now  began  to  examine  if  he  had  faith, 
which  he  had  underdood  to  be  nothing  more  than 
fpeculation,  or  affenting  to  the  truth  of  Chridianity, 
without  experiencing  its  laving  power.  And  when 
perplexed,  and  an  opportunity  offered,  would  fome- 
times  converfe  freely  with  the  Methodids,  and  afk 
them  quedions :  and  by  their  anfwers,  many  of  h:s 
doubts  were  refolved,  and  he,,  at  lad,  received 
•much  fatisfa&ion  refpecting  evangelical  truth. 

In  the  beginning  of  Augud,  1788,  he  entered 
the  connubial  date  with  Mifs  Edmondfon,  of  Bar- 
noldfwick,  in  Craven,  a  perfon  of  very  refpecla- 
ble  parentage,  for  which  union  he  always  exp  reded 
the  warmed  gratitude.  And  as  they  were  both  of 
Ih  em  volatile  and  gay,  and  their  connexions  gen¬ 
teel,  they  indulged  themfelves  awhile  in  the  fafhion- 
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able  circles  of  fociety.  Nature,  indeed,  hacl  gives*  • 
him  a  mind  “fuperiorto  the  vulgar  herd.”  This 
he  was  confcious  of;  and,  before  his  converfion  to 
God,  he  did  not  fail  to  manifeft  it  to  the  world. 

About  fix  weeks  after  their  union,  they  mutually 
agreed  to  hear  the  Methodibs.  They  went  to  the 
chapel,  and  heard  Mr.  Atmorer  and  were  much 
pleated  with  the  fermon.  A  thort  time  after,  Mr. 
Atmore,  being  afflicted,  called  in  the  abidance  of 
Mr.  A-fpden,  which  opened  a  way  for  religious 
converfation  between  them  ;  and  which  was  foon 
after  renewed,  on  his  being  called  in  to  attend 
Mrs.  Atmore.  The  Method  ids  feeing  him  more 
ferious  than  ufual,  and  frequently  attend  the  cha¬ 
pel,  fome  of  the  fociety  took  the  liberty  to  fpeak 
freely  to  him  on  the  great  importance  of  religion; 
and  their  falutary  converfation,  and  virtuous  beha¬ 
viour,  had  a  good  effedt  on  his  mind.  How  well  it 
is,  when  perfons  profeding  godlinefs  diffleminate 
religious  knowledge,  and  enforce  their  indrudlions 
with  moral  examples.  Then  faith  and  practice 
fweelly  combine,  and  a  true  picture  of  the  Chridian 
religion  is  held  up  to  the  view  of  mankind,  which 
often  operates  as  an  antidote,  to  expel  the  poifon 
of  dn  from  the  human  foul. 

He  wras  now  much  humbled  under  a  fenfe  of  hia 
unworthinefs,  frequently  -wept  under  preaching, 
and  refolved  to  live  to  God’s  glory.  But,  alas ! 
to  will  was  prefent  •vsith  him- ,  hut  how  to  perform  that 
which  is  good ,  he  found  not.  For  the  good  that  he 
would ,  he  did  not :  hut  th  e  evil  which  he  would  not ,  that 
he  did.  His  refolutions  made  in  his  own  brength, 
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were  only  as  the  fpider’s  web,  or  as  the  early  dewj 
and  in  the  eourfe  of  a  few  days,  he,  in  general, 
found  himfelf  as  bad  as  ever,  and  would  exclaim,  in 
the  bitternefs  of  his  foul,  01  wretched  man  that  I 
am ,  who'  Jhall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  f 
Hov.  it  was  that  he  thould  feel  fuch  evil  propenfi- 
ties  in  his  heart,  when  he  had  comparatively  no¬ 
thing  from  'without  to  provoke  them,  wras  what  he 
did  not  underhand.  He  had  not  confidered  the 
origin  of  evil,  and  the  natural  depravity  of  man. 
The  unrenewed  heart  is  deceit/  id  above  all  things ,  and 
defperately  wicked .  And  who  is  fufficient  to  ftem  the 
torrent  of  nature?  What  can  give  a  man  victory 
over  himfelf,  or  turn  the  whole  bias  of  his  foul  from 
fin,  to  holinefs  and  God?  What  is  reafon  againft 
paffion  !  What  is  flefti  and  blood  under  temptation  ! 
What  is  nature,  without  the  help  of  grace  !  Can  the 
Ethiopian  change  his  Jkin ,  or  the  leopard  his  fpots  ?  then 
may  he  alfo  do  good  that  was  accufto7ned  to  do  evil.  Alas  ! 
our  moral  powders  are  debilitated  by  tranfgreffion, 
and  we  cannot  Hand  again#  fin,  unlefs  afiified  by 
power  from  an  high.  No  one  can  bring  a  clean 
thing  out  of  an  unclean,  but.  God  himfelf.  Our  Sa¬ 
viour  faith,  My  grace  is  fufficient  fcrr  thee :  and  his 
blood  cleanfeth  us  from  all  fin. 

An  affliction  he  was  vifited  with,  wras,  under 
God,  offingularufe  to  him.  Mr.  Atmore  wr  de 
him  a  letter  from  Newcastle,  dated  Q6t.  ioth,  1789, 
a  part  of  which  I  fhaii  take  the  liberty  to  infert; 
u  It  afforded  me,”  fays  he,  u  peculiar _pleafure  to 
hear,  by  my  good  friend  Mr.  Sagar,  that  the  Lord 
has  gracioufiy  refiored  you  to  your  former  health, 
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Slid  tli at  you  are  again  enabled  to  follow  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  bletfed  Jefus,  going  up  and  down  doing 
good  to  the  bodies  of  the  children  of  men.  I  know 
you  will  believe  me,  when  I  tell  you,  that  I  moll 
tenderly  felt  for  you,  and  dear  Mrs.  Afpden,  when 
I  heard  of  your  dangerous  indifpofition.  My  dear 
Betfy  and  I,  would  have  been  happy  to  have  vifited 
you  in  your  affliction,  and  to  have  returned  a  little 
of  that  fvmpathetic  attention  you  fo  largely  bellow¬ 
ed  upon  us  when  in  like  circum fiances,  but  fuch  a 
favour  was  denied  us.  However,  we  often  thought 
of  you,  {poke  of  you,  and  remembered  you  to  Him 
who  is  the  helper  of  the  helplefs,  and  the  healer  of 
the  difeafes  of  the  people.  Bleffled  be  God,  he 
heareth  prayer,  ana  -.-refore  to  him  fhould  all  fletli 
come.  My  dear  fir,  I  hope  your  late  indifpofition 
has  been  fan&ified  to  the  good  of  your  precious 
foul.  Affliction  fpringelh  not  out  of  the  ground, 
nor  does  trouble  arife  from  the  dull  ;  it  is  fent  by 
the  hand  of  a  fkilful  Phyfician,  to  cure  greater  evils. 
The  Lord  is  righteous  in  all  his  ways,  and  holy  in 
all  his  works.  He  does  not  willingly  affliCt  his 
creatures,  nor  has  he  the  leaf!  pleafure  in  putting 
them  to  pain.  He  does  it  for  our  profit,  that  we 
may  be  partakers  of  his  holinefs ;  confult  Heb,  xii. 
5-- j  i.  Now  as  the  Lord  intends  our  good  by  thefe 
things,  we  fhould  be  careful  to  learn  from  them 
what  he  intends  by  them.  Let  me  then  humbly  in¬ 
treat  you,  to  folicit  at  His  throne  of  grace,  that  all 
the  bleffings  purchafed  by  blood  divine,  and  pro- 
mifed  by  the  lip  of  truth,  may  be  your  portion. 
1  am  confcious  that  you  and  dear  Mrs.  Afpden,  be¬ 
fore 


fore  I  left  Coin,  did  feel  an  eager  breathing  defire 
of  foul  after  the  enjoyment  of  God.  This,  my  dear 
lir,  is  the  one  thing  needful ;  this,  and  this  only,  can 
make  the  foul  of  man  happy.  This  will  fupport  the 
foul  under  the  variegated  trials  of  life,  in  the  ago¬ 
nies  of  diffolution,  and  will  fit  it  for  the  everlaiting 
fruition  of  God.  The  man  that  potfefTes  this  is  happy : 
He  that  is  devoid  of  this,  whatever  he  has  betides, 
isy  and  muft  he  miferable.  Therefore,  purfue  this 
with-  all  your  heart.  Strive  to  enter  in  at  the  Jlrait 
gate  :  Remember,  many  fall  feek  to  enter  in ,  and  fall 
not  he  able.  Luke  xiii.  24.  Heaven  is  worth  fighting 
for.  The  joys  of  paradife  are  worth  fuffering  for. 
O  !  that  Mofes’s  choice  maydte  yours,  even  to  fuffer 
affliction  with  the  people  of  God,  rather  than  to 
enjoy  the  pleafures  of  fin  for  a  feafon.  Read  Heb. 
xi.  24,  25.  I  have  fpoken  to  you  in  the  fullnefs  of 
my  foul.  I  hope  my  dear  friend  will  bear  my  plain,- 
nefs,  and  impute  it  to  its  proper  cau fe—jiure  difnr 
t  ere  fed  loved ’ 

He  was  at  times  violently  affaiilted  by  the  powers 
ofdarknefs.  That  evil  fpirits  invade  our  world, 
and  entice  men  to  fin,  is  afferted  in  the  word  of 
God.  The  devil ,  as  a  roaring  lion ,  nvalketh  about , 
fe eking  whom  he  may  devour.  Sometimes  he  thought 
himfelf  in  a  worfe  Hate  than  he  was  before  he  heard 
the  Methodifls  ;  and  the  power  of  temptation  was 
fo  Hrong,  that  he  was  often  upon  the  point  of  refolv- 
ing  to  hear  them  no  more.  However,  his  ferious 
impreffions,  the  feafonable  converfation  of  his  reli¬ 
gious  acquaintance,  and  the  firm  perfuafion  he  had 
that  the  religious  tenets  held  by  the  Me-t  hod  ills  are 
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agreeable  to  the  tenor  of  divine  revelation,  were 
powerful  incentives,  and  Simulated  him  to  hold  on 
his  way.  The  devil  exercifes  a  ufurped  govern¬ 
ment  in  the  world.  All  the  fallen  angels  are  con¬ 
federate  with  him.  They  are  called,  The  rulers  *f 
the  darknefs  of  this  world ;  that  is,  they  rule  over  that 
part  of  mankind  that  are  in  a  date  of  fin  and  igno¬ 
rance.  They  are  very  numerous,  fpiritual,  and  fo 
invifible,  admirably  drong,  defperately  wicked,  and 
wonderfully  fubtle :  and  fpiritual  privileges  and 
bledings  on  earth,  and  the  glory  and  happinefs  of 
heaven,  are  what  they  exert  all  their  united  force 
to  keep  us  from,  or  fpoil  us  of.  We  have  need  to 
fiut  on  the  whole  armour  of  God ,  that  we  may  he  able  to 
fand  againf  the  wiles  of  the  devil.  There  are  feveral 
pieces  of  this  fpiritual  armour,  the  armour  of  light — 
the  girdle — the  breaft-jilate — the  Jhoes — the  field — 
the  helmet — and  the  fword ;  that  is,  dneerity,  righte- 
oufnefs,  patience  or  refolution,  faith,  hope,  and 
the  word  of  God.  In  this  enumeration,  there  is 
no  piece  of  armour  mentioned  for  the  back.  The 
reafon  is  evident ;  for  thofe  that  are  good  foldiers 
of  Jefus  Chrid,  mud  fet  their  faces  as  brafs,  and 
never  turn  their  backs  in  fight :  to  turn  their  backs 
on  their  enemies,  would  be  the  way  to  expofe  them- 
felves  to  their  fury,  without  any  defence. 

As  the  preaching  and  converfation  of  the  Me* 
thodids  had  been  of  fingular  ufe  to  him,  he  at 
length  dedred,  and  believed  it  his  duty,  to 
cad  in  his  lot  among  them.  And  though  he  was 
tempted  to  think,  that  if  he  did,  he  would  lofe  a 
con  fide  rable  part  of  his  bufinefs,  yet  he  virtually 
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renounced  the  riches  of  the  worlds  and  fincerely 
embraced  his  duty  and  his  God.  And,  accordingly, 
at  the  quarterly  vidtation,  in  September,  1790,  he 
was  admitted  by  Mr.  Bramwell  ;  and  afterwards 
found  that  his  fears,  refpedting  his  bufinefs,  were 
groundlefs.  The  fear  of  man,  the  love  of  praife, 
and  an  inordinate  attachment  to  fecular  honours, 
and  advantages,  prevent  many  perfons  embracing 
religion,  and  enjoying  its  benefits. 

According  to  the  Rules  of  the  Methodid  So¬ 
cieties,  there  is  one  only  condition  previoufly 
required  of  thofe  who  defire  admiffion,  name¬ 
ly,  a  defire  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come ,  to  he 
faved  from  their  fins ;  but  wherever  this  is  really 
fixed  in  the  foul,  it  will  be  fhewn  by  its  fruits.  Air. 
Afpden  entered  in  at  this  door;  he  had  a  perfect 
hatred  to  fin,  and  a  fincere  defire  to  enjoy  God; 
and  gave  the  mod  indubitable  proofs  of  this  in  his 
whole  deport  merit.  True  religion  is  of  an  affimi- 
iating,  and  of  a  cementing  nature  :  in  all  ages  it 
has- influenced  its  dneere  votaries  to  come  out  from 
among  the  ungodly,  and  to  unite  with  each  other 
ns  .members  of  the  fame  family.  In  the  days  of 
Mala  chi,  when  iniquity  greatly  abounded,  they' t  ha/ 
feared  the  Lord Jfiqke  often  one  to  another ,  which  fuppofes 
their  knowledge  of  each  other,  and  their  meeting 
together.  We  may  conjecture,  that  they  fpake 
to  each  other  of  the  exiftenee,,  nature,  and  per¬ 
fections  of  God; — the  vyifdom,  , holinefs,  righteouf- 
nefs,  and  myderious  works  of  his  providence — the 
origin,  nature,  progrefs,  and  confummalion  of  re¬ 
demption  by  the  Alediah- — the  meflages  brought 
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{■hem  by  the  prophets— the  growing  prophaneneQ. 
and  immorality  of  the  times — the  temptations  they 
were  expofed  unto— the  mercy  of  God  to  thein- 
felves,  in  preferving  them  from  the  common  in- 
fedtion — the  means  neceffary  to  their  future  fafety 
—and  their  brightening  profpedfo  and  fure  hope  of 
permanent  and  unmolefted  happinefs  beyond  the 
grave.  And  one  of  the  leading  features  in  the 
Chriftian  religion  is  reciprocal  love.  Real  Chrif- 
tians  are  united  to  Clwi/t  by  faith,  and  to  each 
other  by  love — they  are  children  of  the  fame  hea¬ 
venly  Parent — members  of  the  fame  family — heirs 
of  the  fame  inheritance — are  going  the  fame  road, 
under  the  fame  guide  to  glory. 

He  was  now  deeply  convinced  pf  fin.  The  Spirit 
of  God  is  the  agent  in  tliis  work.  When  he  is  come, 
fays  our  Lord,  he  zuill  reprove  the  world  of  Jin,  that  is, 
he  will  convince  the  unbelieving  world,  by  uncon- 
trolable  argument,  or  undeniable  evidence,  fio  as 
to  make  tinners  acknowledge  their  guilt,  and  their 
obligations  to  punithment.  The  Spirit  does  this,  by 
reflecting  a  clear  light  upon  the  moral  law,  and  by 
opening  the  tinner’s  eyes  to  fee  its  holinefs,  juft  nets, 
goodnefs,  fpiriiuality,  and  extent,  and  his  own 
'multiplied  and  aggravated  tranfgreflions  of  it  ;  and 
fo  gives  him  the  knowledge  of  fin,  and  thews  him 
that  he  is  obnoxious  to  the  wrath  of  God.  For  by 
the  law,  fays  the  Apofile,  is  the  knowledge  of  Jin  ;  and 
it  is  fatd  to  work  wrath ,  and  to  be  the  mini  fired  ion  of 
(hath,  and  to  kill,  in  the  fame  fenfe  us  the  judge’s 
fentence  ot  condemnation.  And  the  Spirit  alfo 
convinces  of  fin  by  awakening  the  conference, 
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and  enabling  it  to  perform  its  own  office.  Then  it 
brings  to  light  fins  that  were  forgotten,  or  hid  be¬ 
fore,  and  thews  thofe  fins  that  were  known  before 
in  a  clearer  light.  This  the  Spirit  doth,  in  general, 
by  the  minifiry  of  the  Word. 

This  conviction  of  fin,  and  condemnation  by  the 
law,  gave  him  to  fee  that  he  had  no  righteoufnefs  or 
merit  of  his  own :  here  all  boafiing  was  excluded. 
Man  cannot  merit  any  good  at  the  hands  of  God. 
Meritorious  works  nr  lift  be  good,  perfect,  and  free 
from  all  defects  ;--fome  way  or  other  redound  to  the 
benefit  and  advantage  of  the  perfon  for  whom  they 
are  done  be  no  way  the  duty  of  him  that  doeth 
them  ;--be  his  ow.n  aCt,  independent  of  any  other 
Went  :  for  works  cannot  be  deemed  meritorious, 

O  ' 

that  are  done  bv  the  help  of  another  ;  more  ef'p'e- 
cially  by  his  help  trom  whom  the  reward  is  expect¬ 
ed. ---And  the  dodtrine  of  merit  implies  an  equality 
between  the  fcrvice  and  the  reward,  and  requires 
that  the  wages  be  proportionable  to  the  work  :  This 


cannot  be  applicable  to  man. 

A  view  of  thefe  things  made  the  go-fpel  pecu¬ 
liarly  fuitable,  feafonable,  and  acceptable  to  him. 
He  law  its  great  utility;  fieadfitfily  believed  its 
report ;  and  felt  an  ardent  with  to  (bare  in  its 
benefit-.  The  tidings  of  an  all- Efficient  and  wil¬ 
ling  Saviour,  were  to  him  as  a  falling  (bower  to 
parched  land.  Chrifi  hath  redeemed  as  from  the 
curie  of  the  law,  being  made  a  curfe  for  us.  The 
men!  of  his  obedience,  and  efficacy  of  his  luffier- 
.  bigs,  anfe  from  the  dignity  of  hisperion  ;  ne  being 

both  God  and  man.  His  righteoufnefs  is  as  (ob¬ 
jectively 
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je&ively  infinite,  as  our  fins  were  objectively  fa. 
And  as  he  viewed  Chrift  as  being  the  appointed 
Saviour  of  mankind,  and  believed  he  could 
fave  him  from  all  lire  fins,  and  make  him  holy 
and  happy  ;  fo  he  embraced  all  the  means  of 
grace  with  avidity,  and,  in  the  ufe  of  them,  his 
whole  foul  was  full  of  earned  enquiry  after  falva- 
tion.  Lord,  I  believe ;  helji  thou  my  unbelief  \  was  the 
prevailing  language  of  his  foul. 

In  about  fix  weeks  after  he  had  joined  the  So¬ 
ciety,  being  called  out  into  the  country  to  attend  a 
perfon  in  labour,  whofe  cafe  he  found  extremely 
dangerous,  lie  was  much  affected;  and  in  this  ex¬ 
tremity  had  recourfe  to  prayer.  He  left  the  houfe, 
and  feeing  a  tree  near,  went  to  it,  and  prayed  to 
God  very  devoutly  that  he  would  relieve  the  wo¬ 
man,  and  have  mercy  upon  his  own  foul.  He  then 
returned  to  the  houfe,  and  upon  enquiry,  finding 
her  no  better,  retired  a  fecond  time  to  the  fame  nlace 
and  prayed  as  before.  He  then  returned  again,  and 
found  her  much  the  fame  ;  but  being  unwilling  to 
give  up  his  fuit,  and  feeling  a  perfuafion  that  God 
would  yet  be  entreated,  he  went  a  third  time,  and 
poured  out  his  whole  foul  in  prayer  to  God — when, 
O  happy  hour1,  he  that  faw  Nathanael  under  the 
fig-tree,  faw  him,  heard  his  cries,  and  gracioufly 
rnanifefied  himfelf  unto  him.  By  the  faith  which 
is  of  the  operation  of  God  he  realized  the  Saviour  of 
men --fled  to  him  for  refuge  from  the  fiorm  of  im¬ 
pending  wrath --and  refied  upon  his  ail-fufficient 
-atonement,  for  deliverance  from  fin  and  mifery, 
a  title  to  the  favour  of  God,  and  eternal  life;  and 
to  his  unfpe'akable  joy  experienced  its  faving  effi¬ 
cacy 


eacy.  This  was  a  feafon  never  lo  be  forgotten  r 
Juttice,  in  Jefus  Chriil,  lingered  into  love;  divine 
peace  was  admin  i  ft  ered  to  his  confcience  ;  and  the 
love  ot  God  was  (lied  abroad  in  his  heart.  The  bright 
beams  of  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs,  now  rifen  upon 
him,  fcattered  the  fliades  of  thicket!  darknefs,  and 
poured  glory'  and  happinefs  all  over  his  foul.  The 
fprings  of  torrow  and  pain  were  dried  up,  and  the 
fountains  of  eternal  life  and  bletfednefs  were  open¬ 
ed,  and  his  tfeir fly  foul  regaled.  He  now,  full  of 
joy  and  peace,  returned  to  the  houfe,  and,  to  kis 
great  furprize,  found  the  woman  much  better,  and 
loon  alter  the  was  faiely  delivered. 

He  was  now  accepted  in  the  Beloved  ;  in  whom  he 
had  redemption  through  his  bloody  the  for  given  efs  off  ns, 
as-cording  to  the  riches  of  his  grace.  His  experience 
was  clear,  rational,  and  fcriptural,  fueh  as  the  Apof- 
Ues  preached,  and  the  primitive  Chriflians  enjoy  ed. 
He  did  not  reff  upon  the  furface,  nor  content  him- 
lelf  with  a  fuperheial  knowledge  of  things,  but 
digged  deep,  tnd  lard  the  foundation  on  the  Rock. 
He  did  not,  like  many,  red  in  hear  fay  evidence,  but 
handled,  tailed,  and  proved,  the  things  of  God  for 
himfelf.  Thus  flioul d  every  one  do,  and  thus 
viuf  every  one  do,  or  he  will  be  found  at  la  ft 
only  to  have  built  on  the  fand.  The  firff  refor¬ 
mers,  Luther,  Calvin,  Beza,  Zanchy,  &c.  deferibed 
faith  in  Chriil,  to  be  a  pierophary  or  full  affurance 
of  God’s  love.  44  The  right  and  true  Chriftian 
faith  is,  according  to  the  church  of  England,  in 
the  homily  on  4  The  Salvation  of  Man,’  not  only 
to  believe  that  holy  fcriplure  and  the  articles  of  our 
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faith  are  true,  but  alfo  to  have  a  fure  truft  and  con¬ 
fidence,  to  be  faved  from  overbading  damnation  by 
Chrift,  It  is  a  fare  truft  and  confidence  which  a 
man  hath  in  God,  that  by  the  merits  of  Chrift  his 
fins  are  forgiven,  and  he  reconciled  to  the  favour 
of  God, ---whereof  doth  follow  a  loving  heart,  to 
obey  his  commandments.” 

He  never  loft  a  grateful  fenfe  of  the  mercy  of 
God,  in  con fe ring  this  falvalion  upon  him.  In  a 
letter,  which  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Adam  Battinfon,  of 
Coin,  a  little  before  his  death,  he  fays,  “  I  now  re¬ 
member,  with  gratitude  more  than  ufual,  the  mer¬ 
cies  which  God  bellowed  on  me  and  my  dear 
wife,  when  at  Coin;  and  I  fear  not,  but  our  fmalU. 
beginnings  there  will  end  in  glory:  I  will  praiftj  *' 
him  while  he  lends  me  breath.”  And  adds,  “For¬ 
get  not  to  remember  me  to  all  my  dear  Chriftian 
friends,  and  brethren,  at  Coin  ;  when  I  get  to 
heaven,  I  (hall  praife  God  for  fending  me  thither.” 

Having  now  received  Chrift  Jcfus  the  Lord ,  he 
wraiked  in  him  by  faith.  He  fa  wr  the  propriety  and 
beauty  of  his  character — the  aftoniftiing  greatnefs 
of  h  is  undertaking — his  amazing  condefcenfion  in 
album ing  our  nature — his  boundlefs  compaftion  to 
the  human  race — his  victorious  conflicts  with  the 
powers  of  darknefs — the  unparalleled  magnitude 
and  infinite  efficacy  of  his  vicarious  fufberings — and 
his  all-fufficiency  to  fave  men  even  to  the  uttermoft. 

And  he  did  not  only  fee  thefe  things,  but  he  felt 
his  intereft  in  them,  and  with  believing  Thomas 
would  fay,  My  Lord ,  a?id  my  God.  He  was  delighted 
and  comforted  with  fpiritual  enjoyments,  and  Ins 
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foul,  like  the  chariots  of  Aminadab,  was  a&ive 
and  fwift  in  obedience.  His  confolations  in  the 
way  of  duty  were  fome time-s  too  great  for  expref- 
don,  and  his  joyful  countenance  and  dreaming  e\es 
became  the  interpreters  of  his  bappinefs,and  ut¬ 
tered  praife  to  God  where  language  failed. 

The  world,  with  all  its  empty  pageantry,  and 
facinating  charms,  was  under  his  feet ;  he  was  no 
longer  emulous  of  its  panegyric,  riches,  or  gran¬ 
deur,  nor  of  the  pleafures  of  the  fenfual  epicure. 
By  grace,  he  eicaped  the  pollution  that  is  in  the 
world,  through  lull  ;  and  rofe  into  more  rational 
exidence,  contemplation,  enjoyment,  and  purfuit. 
And  as  a  man  of  reflection  and  feeling,  who  has 
himfelf  efcaped  from  the  danger  and  punifhment 
that  others  are  expofed  unto*  dnoerely  commife- 
fates  their  condition,  and  willies  their  deliverance  ; 
fo  he  faw  the  wretched  date  of  the  unconverted 
world,  lying  in  wickednefs,  or  in  the  wicked-one, 
and  earnedly  defired,  and  devoutly  prayed  for,  their 
converflon  from  Satan  to  God,  from  fin  to  holinefs, 
from  felf  to  Chrid. 

This  laving  knowledge  and  enjoyment  of  God, 
prepared  and  a  Hide  d  him  to  pafs  through  the  trials 
of  life,  in  a  manner  he  could  not  have  done  with¬ 
out  its  fupport.  Man  that  is  born  of  a  woman  is  of 
few  clays ,  and  full  of  trouble.  Consequent  on  the 
introduction  of  moral  and  phyiical  evil  into  the 
world,  human  life  is  one  diverflfled  feene  of  labo¬ 
rious  toil,  difappointed  hope,  diflatisfied  enjoyment, 
and  uncertain  pofleflion.  Without  the  aid  of  di¬ 
vine  revelation,  and  the  fuccours  of  Almighty 

grace. 


19 


grace,  darknefs  and  uncertainty  would  attend  our 
paths,  and  the  ills  of  life  rulli  in  upon  us  in  all 
their  complicated  horrors,  and  Tap  the  foundation 
of  human  blifs.  But  bletfed  with  thefe,  we  learn 
the  origin  of  evil,  mark  its  alarming  progrefs,  and 
find  out  its  period  ;  our  afflidiions,  which  are  but 
for  a  moment,  are  converted  into  means  of  difci- 
pline  and  improvement  for  eternity ;  and  vve  are 
fortified  with  patient  faith  to  endure  the  calamities 
of  life,  till  the  fiorm  be  over,  and  we  reach  the 
defired  haven, 

I  have  already  hinted,  that  our  worthy  Friend 
was  peculiarly  happy  in  his  connections  at  Coin, 
and  attached  to  the  fituation,  on  account  of  the 
many  blefiings  he  received  and  enjoyed  there;  yet, 
after  a  refider.ee  of  about  feven  years,  bodily  indif- 
pofition  caufed  a  local  reparation  between  him  and 
his  religious  friends,  and  a  numerous  and  refpedla- 
ble  acquaintance.  He  removed  to  Blackburn  in 
April,  1791,  fincerely  regretted  by  thofe  he  left 
behind. 

At  Blackburn  he  was  much  refpedted.  As  a 
member  of  ditfinction  in  civil  fociety,  his  conde- 
feenfion  and  familiarity  were  notorious,  and  gained 
him  much  efieem.  There  was  a  dignity  in  him, 
which,  to  a  diftant  obferver,  probably  had  the  ap¬ 
pearance  cf  referve,  yet,  to  thofe  who  flood  near, 
and  knew  him  well,  he  ever  manifefied  the  humi¬ 
lity,  franknefs,  and  fimplicity  of  a  little  child. 
However  elevated  men  are  in  public  flat  ions,  they 
ought  not  to  lofe  fight  of  themfelves,  or  of  the  ties 
of  eonfanguinity  ;  for  how  foon  mufi  all  worldly 
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didinctions,  however  neceflafy  now  for  the  well¬ 
being  of  fociety,  be  taken  away  by  deaths  and  all 
fletli  be  equal  in  the  dud.  There,  the  noble  and  the 
ignoble,  the  learned  and  the  illiterate,  the  conque¬ 
ror  and  the  Have,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  mader 
and  the  fervant,  all  blend  together,  and  fhall  rife 
to  ignominy  or  glory  in  eternity,  according  to  the 
deeds  done  in  the  body  in  time. 

He  was  clofely  united  in  affeCtion  to  the  Me- 
thodids  at  Blackburn.  Our  Lord  laid,  in  the  days 
of  his  He  Hi,  Whofoever  /hall  do  the  will  of  God ,  the  fame 
is  my  brother ,  and  my  f ft  er,  and  mother ,  So  he  could 
fay,  with  the  beloved  Apoftle,  We  know  that  we 
have  ftajfed  from  death  unto  life ,  becaufe  zee  love  the  bre¬ 
thren.  His  attachment  was  not  excited  nor  direct¬ 
ed  by  the  power,  opulence,  or  fplendid  abilities,  of 
others,  but  was  the  genuine  effect  of  love  to  God, 
and  was  the  dronged  where  he  thought  there  wai 
the  greated  depth  of  unaffected  piety,  whether  the 
fubjeCts  of  it  were  poor  or  rich.  He  did  not  love  in 
word ,  neither  in  tongue,  but  in  deed  and  in  truth:  his 
profedions  of  it  would  bear  the  fir i 61  eft  ferutiny. 
He  d  rft  loved  God,  and  then  the  brethren  ;  and 
every  one  that  loveth  him  that  begat ,  loveth  him  alfo  that 
is  begotten  of  him.  A  man  mud  fird  love  God  before 
be  can  truly  love  his  people  ;  they  dand  or  fall  to¬ 
gether.  Love  to  the  brethren,  is  an  effect  of  love 
to  God,  and  while  the  caufe  remains,  the  ed'ect 
will  appear;  but  when  the  caufe  is  removed,  the 
effeCt  can  no  longer  be  produced. 

The  houfe  of  God  was  peculiarly  amiable  in  his 
eyes.  He  favv  the  great  utility  of  public  worfhip; 
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lo  hear  of  God,  and  Chrid,  and  judgment,  and  hea¬ 
ven  and  hell ;  and  to  exprefs,  in  ads  of  devotion, 
gratitude,  love,  and  reverence  to  God,  our  creator, 
benefactor,  preferver,  redeemer,  law-giver,  and 
judge.  The  gofpel  had  entered,  through  his  un- 
derdanding,  judgment,  will  and  affections,  into  his 
heart,  and  difplayed  its  glories  there  ;  and  the  nd- 
nifters  of  the  gofpel  had  been  indrumental  in  point¬ 
ing  him  to  Chrid  for  falvation.  At  the  fird  of  his 
hearing  the  Methodids,  he  was  mod  pleafed  with 
fhofe  preachers  whofe  manners  were  mod  genteel? 
and  who  appeared  to  have  mcd  of  a  ripened  genius 
and  cl  a  die  tade ;  but  now  he  was  more  engaged 
w  ith  the  importance  of  their  meffage.  Of  all  the  true 
miniders  of  Jefus  Chrid  he  could  fay,  Hozv  beautiful 
are  the  feet  of  them  that  preach  the  gofpel  of  peace,  and 
bring  glad  tidings  of  good  things!  He  manifeded  a 
pious  regard  to  the  word  of  life,  and  the  faithful 
difpenfers  of  it,  by  a  condant  and  ferious  attend¬ 
ance  on  public  worfhip.  When  the  urgent  duties 
of  his  profefiion  did  not  absolutely  forbid  his  affem- 
bling  with  God’s  people,  he  wras  fure  to  be  there. 
And  ever  w’as  it  his  fird  and  lad  concern,  to  get  his 
heart  duly  affected,  as  well  as  his  judgment  pro¬ 
perly  informed.  In  a  word,  he  always  feemed  to 
join  in  the  devotion  of  finging,  praying,  and  hearing 
the  word,  like  a  man  who  knew  his  bufinefs  in  the 
houfe  of  God,  and  who  was  fully  intent  on  fecuring 
his  prefent  and  future  intereds.  He  almod  always 
evidenced  a  wakeful,  lively,  and  cheerful  attention, 
while  hearing  the  wTord  of  God;  and,  on  fome  occa- 
fions,  the  bletfed  effects  it  had  on  his  heart  were  dif- 
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eoverable  in  his  countenance.  Tohiin  it  was  always, 
matter  of  afionifhment  how  ChrifHans  could  fall 
nfleep  in  the  prefence  of  God  and  his  holy  angels, 
yea,  and  while  in  the  very  a6t  of  devotion  !  At  fuch 
a  hght  he  was  not  a  little  pained. 

Entire  holinefs  of  heart,  a  prefent  and  full  falva- 
lion,  was  his  mod  delightful  theme.  He  viewed  it 
in  a  fcriptural  light  ;  not  as  exempting  its  poffef* 
tors  from  temptations,  trials,  and  affli&ions,  in  this 
world  ;  nor  precluding  the  neceffity  or  poffihiiity  of 
encreafing  in  grace  while  in  it ;  but  fimply,  as 
implying  a  thorough  change  of  our  nature,  and 
loving  God  with  all  our  heart,  effected  by  the 
operations  of  the  holy  Spirit,  and  received  by  faith 
in  our  Lord  Jefus.  And  only  thofe  who  w'ere  wrell 
acquainted  with  him,  and  who  joined  with  him  in 
folemn  worfnip,  can  fay,  how  often  his  foul  was 
drawn  out,  in  the  exercife  of  prayer,  into  an  agony 
of  defire,  for  the  full  accomplifhment  of  all  the  great 
and  precious  promifes  of  the  gofpel.  When  at  his 
band-meeting,  about  five  years  ago,  he  entered  into 
that  glorious  liberty,  and  enjoyed  it  feveral  months ; 
but  then,  by  defending  wThat  he  believed  a  right 
caufe,  rather  too  warmly,  he  loft  his  hold  of  it, 
yet  never  his  relifli  for  it.  And  at  w’hat  particular 
time  he  regained  it,  I  cannot  fay,  only,  he  enjoyed 
it  feveral  months  before  his  death. 

He  exemplified,  in  his  moral  behaviour,  the  fin  - 
eerily  of  his  religious  prefeffion,  and  the  reality  and 
excellency  of  the  ChrifHan  religion.  He  loved  the 
gofpel,  felt  its  transforming  power  in  his  heart,  and 
j  u  flified  its  divine  pretentions  in  his  life  ;  being  filled 
i with  thefii  nils  ofi  right eoifiuefis,  which  are  by  Jefius  Chrifl 

untv 


unto  the  glory  and  firaife  oj  God ; — IVifdom  is  juflijied  of 
her  children.  And  as  he  loved  the  gofpel  himfelf,  fo 
he  wiflie'd  all  its  profeffors  to  walk  worthy  of  their 
high  vocation.  He  considered  this  as  the  greateft 
proof,  and  moft  powerful  recommendation  of  true 
religion.  And  if  he  faw,  or  heard,  of  any  thing,  in 
any  religious  profeffor.  contrary  to  this,  he  was  much 
grieved  •,  and  his  zeal  for  God  and  hatred  to  fin, 
led  him  fometimes  into  what  fome  might  call  feve- 
rity  towards  thofe,  who,  through  un watchfulnefs  or 
temptation  had  been  overcome  of  evil.  Pride,  the 
firff-born  of  the  devil,  he  could  not  endure.  He 
viewed  it  as  being  oppoiite  to  the  difpofition  and 
injunction  of  our  bleffed  Saviour.  Such  are  the 
bleffed  effedts  of  real  religion,  that  in  this  refpedl  he 
was  a  new  creature .  And  when  he  faw  it  in  any  one, 
he  would,  either  diredtly,  or  indiredtly,  have  a 
Broke  at  it,  and  endeavour  to  bring  it  down,  and, 
if  poffible,  cut  it  up  by  the  roots.  It  has  a  baneful 
influence:  Only  by  p.ride  cometh  contention ;  and  ■•where 
envying  and  ftrife  is ,  there  is  coif  uf  on  and  every  evil 
•work.  It  often  introduces  fchifm  into  religious  fo- 
ciety  :  and,  O  what  a  horrid  thing  is  fchifm  !  u  It 
has,  I  believe,”  lays  Dr.  Coke,  44  injured  the  work 
of  God  in  the  different  ages  of  the  world,  more 
than  ail  the  outward  vices  of  mankind.  It  fignifies 
but  little  to  the  individuals  themfelves,  whether  they 
be  grofs  tinners  or  painted  fepulchres :  But  the 
fpirit  o f  Ichiftn  enters  within  the  vail,  nips  in  the 
bud  all  the  fair  bloffoms  of  grace,  eats  up  the  vitals 
of  religion,  quenches  the  whole  fpirit  of  a  revival, 
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and  fubftitutes  the  fpirit  of  party  for  the  life  of 
God.” 

He  was  always  diffident  in  fpeaking  of  himfelf, 
and  extremely  careful  not  to  overthoot  the  mark ; 
he  would  be  under,  and  not  over,  when  fpeaking 
of  h  is  religious  experience.  He  believed,  and 
therefore  fpake  ;  and  when  the  fire  of  devotion 
burned  w'ithin  him,  wrould  fpeak  of  what  he  felfr. 
He  would  not  live  without  the  fervour  of  piety;  no¬ 
thing  Iefs  could  fatisfy  him.  However  much  unbe¬ 
lievers,  formal  proteflors,  or  mere  outward-court 
worffiippers,  may  fpeak  againfi  frames  and  feelings 
in  religion,  as  unneceffiary  or  enthufiafiic,  the  fcrip- 
turqs  fpeak  exprefsly  and  pointedly  for  them.  St. 
Paul  fays,  And  this  I  pray,  that  your  love  may  abound 
yet  more  and  more  in  knowledge,  and  in  all  judgment,  or 
rather,  in  all  inward  experimental  fenfe  of  God  in 
your  own  fouls.  And,  furely,  there  is  no  abfurdity 
in  a  perfon  feeling,  in  his  heart,  the  love  of  God  as 
the  grand  commanding  principle  of  his  life,  or  feel¬ 
ing  the  flame  of  love  to  God  in  the  ufe  of  religious 
means  !  The  kingdom  of  God  is  not  in  word  only,  but  in 
power in  right eoufnefs ,  peace,  and  toy  in  the  Holy 
Ghoft. 

In  fentiment,  he  was  ftrictly  what  is  called  Me* 
thodiflical.  He  believed  in  the  doftrine  of  original 
fin,  and  the  univerfal  depravity  of  mankind  ;  and 
alfo,  with  David,  St.  Paul,  and  the  reft  of  the  Apof- 
tles,  that  God  is  loving  to  every  man — that  Chrift 
gave  himfelf  a  ranfom  for  all — that  he  jwilleth  all  men 
to  be  faved,  and  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth — 
that  we  are  ju fifed  freely  by  his  grace,  through  the  re¬ 
demption 
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demotion  that  is  in  Chi (l  Jefus-j- — and  fancljfiec!  by  the 
Holy  Ghoffi,  powerfully  working  and  abiding  in 
our  hearts.  And  his  conformity  and  cordial  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  various  branches  of  difcipline  exercifed 
among  the  Methodifis,  was  no  lefs  obfervable.  He 
viewed  them  as  neceffiary,  and  well  calculated,  to 
guard  and  prompte  the  interefis  of  religion  in  gene¬ 
ral,  and  the  welfare  of  individuals  in  particular- 
Living  and  dying  witneffes  abundantly  prove,  that 
to  walk  in  the  narrow  path  of  difcipline  is  fafe,  and 
'-attended  with  happy  effects ;  while  others,  who 
have  grown  lax,  or  have  broken  over  the  hedge, 
are  awful  examples  of  decaying  piety,  or  open 
profanenefs.  May  we,  in  this  our  day,  fully  under¬ 
hand  our  privileges,  and  the  things  belonging  to 
our  prefent  peace  and  future  happinefs. 

As  a  Ciafs-leader,  he  greatly  excelled  ;  he  was 
very  ufeful,  and  much  beloved.  He  knew  the 
fpiritual  hate  of  his  little  flock — had  great  love  to 
their  fouls — watched  over  them  with  a  fatherly 
c are — was  lively,  faithful,  and  tender  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  his  duty — and  urged  them  to  pre/s  toward 
the  mark  for  the  prize.  As  a  Circuit-heward,  he  was 
well  qualified  ;  was  dexterous  in  managing  the  tem¬ 
poral  affairs  of  the  church,  and  greatly  refpected 
in  his  office  :  and  he  was  well  pleafed  when  there 
was  much  fpiritual  converfation,  tinging  and  prayer, 
intermixed  with  the  bufmefs. 

His  zeal  for  Chrih,  in  confefling  him  before  men, 
and  promoting  his  caufe,  was  proverbial.  It  was 
not  a  blind,  uncharitable,  perfecting  difpofiti on, 
the  effiecVof  ignorance,  prejudice,  or  depravity  of 
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heart ;  but  proceeded  from  an  enlightened,  ex¬ 
panded,  and  renewed  mind,  and  was  the  pure 
flame  of  holy,  humble,  fervent  love.  This  moved 
him  to  diligence,  and  infpired  him  with  fortitude  in 
the  caufe  of  God.  He  not  only  attended  to  the 
duties  of  religion  in  his  own  family,  but  he  had 
public  prayer-meetings  in  his  houle,  and  was  glad 
when  it  was  crowded  with  attentive  and  ferioux 
'perfons.  He  was  i.nflrumental  in  bringing  fome  of 
his  relatives  into  the  w.ay  of faivation  ;  particularly 
his  aged  mother,  w  ho  had  jived  a  moral  life,  and, 
like  the  pharifee,  trufted  in  herfelf  that  flic  was 
righteous  by  the  merit  of  her  own  works.  Yet, 
through  the  biefling  of  God,  on  his  faithful  and 
■pointed  infiructions  and  'earned:  prayers,  flic  wars 
made  fenfible  of  her  need  of  mercy  in  Jefus  ClTrifi; 
•and  file  fought  it  with  all, her  heart,  and  found  it  in 
*  Jijs  prefence.  And,  when  called  out  in  the  line  of 
his  profeffion,  his  conduit  was  almoft  unexampled, 
it  was  cufiomary  with  him,  not  only  to  preferib® 
nnd  adm.inifter  relief  to  the  bodies  of  his  patient®, 
but  alfo  to  endeavour  to  be  ufeful  to  their  folds  ; 
particularly  when  employed  on  the  midwifery  bufi- 
pefs,  i,t  was  ufua.l  with  him,  either  before  or  after 
delivery,  and  frequently  both,  to  bend  his  knees, 
with  all  the  company  prefen t,  to  the  Father  of 
ynereies,  for  his  blefimg  on  the  ccc.afion,  or  return 
him  thanks  for  mercies  received  ;  and  fo  directed 
ad  around  him  to  the  Anther  and  Giver  of  all  uood. 

O 

.And  his  Iqlour  was  not  in  vain  in  ike  Lord  : — he  had 
many  anfvvers  to  prayer ;  perfons  were  awakened 
;*nd4  converted  to  God.  by  his  infirumentality,  fome 
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of  whom  have  fallen  ajleeji  in  jcfus ,  and  Olivers  X\t& 
now  on  their  way  to  glory. 

We  come  now  to  the  concluding  feene  of  his 
flhort  but  ufeful  life.  About  three  months  before 
his  death,  he  was  attacked- with  violent  and  threa¬ 
tening  fymptoms  of  the  d border  which  terminated 
his  exiftence  in  this  world.  In  the  letter  to  Mr. 
Battinfon,  which  has  already  been  . mentioned,  he 
defcribes  it  as  follows  : — u  I  am  at  prcfent  a  little 
better,  but  fueh  are  the  flattering  appearances, 
which  my  complaint  puts  on,  that  i  cannot  vet 
have  any  great  expectation  of  a  perfect  recovery, 
I  have  had  a  fever,  which  has  attacked  me  very  ir¬ 
regularly  in  the  forenoon  and  night,  and  fometime* 
very  feverely.  The  medical  gentlemen  whom  I 
have  con  fulled,  are  now,  I  think,  unammoufly  of 
opinion,  that  it  is  of  the  hedic.  kind,  which  kind 
always  accompanies  difeafes  of  the  lungs.”  And, 
Its  a  man  of  reafon,  reflection,  and  experience, 
he  adds,  “  A  little  time,  however,  will  (hew 
how  it  will  be  with  me  :  I  intend  using  every 
mwans  which  men  in  repute  can  recommend  unto 
me,  and  afterward  leave  the  event/-’  And  re- 
fpedting  his  happy  frame  of  mind,  and  his  confi¬ 
dence  of  obtaining  a  date  of  future  bleffednefs, 
fays,  “  Since  my  attack,  I  have  in  general  found  my 
mind  quite  reflgned,  ar.d  have  had  an  abundance 
of  peace  at  times.  I  am  furrounded  with  mercies ; 
I  Jack  no  manner  of  thing  that  is  good.  I  fee  no 
caule.  for  complaining.  I  have  not  a  doubt,  if  I  am 
to  go  in  this  fcknefs,  but  that  the  Lord  will  pci  feed 
what  is  lacking  in  my  foul,  and  flt  me  for  himfedf. 

C  2  Sicknefs, 
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Gicknefs,  when  accompanied  by  the  Lord,  greatly 
alters  our  views  of  things,  and  wonderfully  thews 
ns  how  defective  our  attachments  to  the  Lord,  his 
caufe  and  people,  have  been  while  we  were  in 
health.  And  this  I  have  found  to  be  done,  by  every 
tie  Teeming  to  be  fo  much  eloter,  my  Father  to 
much  dearer,  his  caufe  and  people  fo  much  more 
my  own  in  adedtionT  The  members  of  his  clafs, 
and  the  iocieties  in  the  town  and  circuit,  and  his 
acquaintance  at  Coin,  prayed  earneftly  to  God  for 
his  recoverv,  if  confident  with  the  order  of  divine 
Providence.  Of  this  he  fays,  u  In  this  refpedl,  I 
am  finely,  of  all  men,  mod  favoured  ;  to  fee  and 
hear  of  the  numbers  of  God’s  children  who  are  daily 
pleading  for  me,  it  would  foflen  the  hardefr  heart, 
and  beget  love  in  the  coldefi  bread. n 

On  Sunday,  Auguft  26th,  he  was  particularly 
bled  at  the  chapel,  under  the  fermon  at  noon,  the 
fuhjedt  of  which  was,  blind  Bartimeus’  coming  to 
Chrid.  His  foul  was  melted  into  tendernefs,  glow* 
ed  with  divine  love,  and  rapturous  praifes  and 
hearty  and  loud  “  Araens”  poured  from  his  lips. 
The  preacher,  in  one  part  of  the  fermon,  had  a 
participation  of  his  happinefs,  and  viewed  him  as 
being  in  an  enviable  filiation,  going  to  God,  an¬ 
gels,  and  glorified  fpirits  ;  and  from  that  time 
believed  he  would  not  recover  of  his  affliction. 
When  the  fervice  was  over,  he  faid  to  a  friend, 
that  he  had  not  been  fo  happy  for  years  before. 
The  piower  of  the  invifible  God  was  prefent  with 
the  affembly,  and  Jefus  performed  his  miracles  oi 
grace, 
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In  this  date  of  holy  refignation,  unfhaken  confi¬ 
dence,  and  triumphant  joy  in  God,  on  Monday 
the  3d  of  September  he  fet  out  for  Liverpool,  at¬ 
tended  by  Mrs.  Afpden  and  Mifs  Nuttall,  intend¬ 
ing  to  make  a  voyage  to  the  Ifle  of  Mann,  which 
a  gentleman  of  great  medical  (kill  had  warmly  re¬ 
commended  to  him,  as  the  laft  expedient  in  his 
cafe.  But,  alas  !  when  he  got  to  Liverpool,  his 
vveaknefs  was  fo  great,  and  his  decline  fo  rapid, 
that  a  phydcian,  wkom  he  there  confulted,  judged 
it  very  improper  for  him  to  proceed  any  farther, 
and  urged  him  to  return  home  immediately.  From 
Liverpool  he  wrote  to  his  brother  in  Blackburn,  as 
follows:  44  We  got  well  here  without  any  acci¬ 
dent,  and  I  bore  the  journey  better  than  I  was 
likely  at  fird.  Refpedling  myfelf  I  cannot  fay 
much.  My  cough  fometimes  is  violent  beyond  cle- 
fcription,  and  my  fever  is  increafed  mod  amaz¬ 
ingly,  fo  that  my  nights  are  become  redlefs.  Mv 
dear  mother  wifhed  me  to  write,  as  the  could 
read  it  herfelf;  it  would  give  me  pleafure  to  do  fo; 
but  fo  weak  is  my  head  and  trembling  my  hand, 
that  it  is  wdth  difficulty  I  write  at  all.  Tell  her  not 
to  be  dejedied,  but  truft  the  Lord  with  me.  The 
tie  is  near,  but  he  whofe  I  am,  and  in  whofe  care 
1  daily  dwell,  will  terminate  mine  affiidtion  that 
way,  and  at  that  time,  which  will  moft  advance 
his  glory,  and  be  bed  for  myfelf.  Whild  I  believe 
this  without  wavering,  I  enjoy  uninterrupted 
peace.  Remember  us  with  our  warmed  affection 
to  our  dear  family.  My  wife  often  talks  of  her 
little  girls,  and  does  not  forget  to  commend  them 

C  3  t'0 


so 


to  His  care  who  can  keep  his  own  in  fafety.  May 
God  prefide  over  the  houfe,  and  fafely  keep  from 
harm  all  that  are  in  it.  Remember  me  to  my  clafs: 
O  !  the  union  oi  foul  I  feel  juft  now  with  them, 
and  all  my  dear  guides  and  brethren  at  Blackburn  : 
the  Lord  preferve  them  for  ever  in  peace.  I 
have  a  deal  to  fay;  ray  heart  is  foftened  while  I 
write.  1  would  fay  again,  encourage  my  mother, 
left  fo  unexpected  a  ftroke  fliould  injure  her  totter¬ 
ing  frame.  O  !  may  Jefus  enable  her  to  eaft  her 
care  upon  him  j  and  may  fhe  be  bleft  with  peace. 
Speak  comfoitably  and  frequently  to  her.  Give 
our  duty  to  her.  Our  love  to  you  all  as  though 
named:  likewife  to  the  preachers.  If  you  fliould 
lee  brother,  give  him  my  beft  love.  O  !  what  is 
equal  to  the  love  of  God.  Farewell;  and  fliould 
we  meet  again,  may  we  be  more  meet  for  heaven.”- 

On  Thurfday  the  13th,  he  returned  home  with 
very  great  difficulty ;  and  in  confequence  of  the 
fatigue  of  the  journey,  and  the  medicine  he  had 
taken  to  give  him  reft  and  eafe,  while  on  it,  he  had 
a  degree  of  ftupor  for  two  or  three  days ;  during 
which  time  he  was  a  little  difturbed  in  his  mind, 
but  foon  became  calm  and  victorious.  His  domeftic 
connexions  and  religious  friends,  feeing  his  great 
debility,  were  much  alarmed,  and,  with  inexprefti- 
ble  borrow,  were  forced  to  relinquifli  the  fond 
ho.pe  they  had  entertained  of  his  recovery  :  and 
iighing  grief,  penftve  fadnefs,  vocal  lamentation, 
and  eyes  as  watry  fountains,  facceeded  in  its  place, 
and  were  vifible  on  every  fide.  7' lie  houfe  was  a 
houfe  of  mourning  indeed  !  They  did  not  mourn 
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for  his  fate,  but  their  own  irreparable  lofs;  for 
they  viewed  him  as  belonging  to  a  better  world, 
where  he  would  foon  thine  with  refplendent  beauty 
and  glory  for  ever.  Amid  this  general  didrefs,  he 
felt  keenly  for  thofe  he  was  leaving  behind,  yet 
was  retigned  to  the  droke  of  providence ;  and  his 
placid  looks  and  chearful  countenance,  were  ex¬ 
predive  of  his  conddence,  his  ferenity,  his  confola- 
tion,  and  his  hope.  He  knew  from  experience 
and  the  word  of  God,  that  death  could  not  hurt 
him,  that  it  had  lod  its  deadly  ding,  and  was  dis¬ 
armed  of  its  frightful  terrors;  nay,  that  it  would, 
in  drawing  the  curtain  of  mortality  adde,  unvail 
the  eternal  world  to  his  view,  and  open  a  patfage 
for  his  foul  to  go  to  his  redeeming  God,  and  the 
fociety  of  holy  angels  and  glorified  fpirits,  where 
he  would  eh  joy  the  full  fruition  of  his  higheft 
withes,  without  interruption,  diminution,  or  end. 

On  Monday  the  17th,  one  of  his  fiders,  at  parting 
with  him,  faid,  u  Brother,  have  you  any  thing  to 
fay  to  me?”  He  anfwered,  “  Have  you  any  thing 
to  fay  tome?”  She  faid,  “  Nothing  more  than  I 
with  you  a  happy  change.”  He  replied,  u  What  will 
my  happinefs  or  mifery  avail  you  ?  Sider,  you 
mud  have  Chrid  formed  in  you  the  hope  of  glory, 
or  where  Chrid  is  you  mud  never  come.  It  will 
avail  but  little  to  be  among  the  people  of  God, 
and  to  afiume  the  form  of  godlinefs  without  the 
power.  You  muft  be  born  again,  or  were  God  is 
you  can  never  come  :  you  mud  be  born  again. 
And  when  you  have  got  this  inward  religion,  it 
will  make  you  truly  happy,  and  fupport  you  under 
all  your  trials  and  difficulties  in  this  world,  and 
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land  you  fafe  in  heaven  at  lad.”  He  (poke  thefe 
words  with  remarkable  energy  and  folemnity: 
and  on  Mrs.  A fp den’s  coming  to  him,  and  feeing 
him  much  fatigued  thereby,  he  faid,  as  an  apology 
for  his  great  exertion,  “  My  dear,  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  was  upon  me.” 

On  Tuefday,  September  the  18th,  he  awoka 
about  feven  o’clock  praifmg  God.  He  faid  to  Mrs. 
Afpden,  “  The  Lord  is  very  good,  I  feel  him 
nea>r.”  He  expreffed  himfelf  as  having  received  a 
large  ioretafie  ofluture  glory;  and  added,  u  Help 
me  to  pray  and  praife.”  When  he  got  down  ilairs, 
his  brother  afked  him  if  he  was  happy.  He  an- 
fwered,  **'  O  yes ;  the  Lord  pafles  by  indeed  and 
blefies  my  foul :  he  came  (kipping  over  the  moun¬ 
tains.  What  an  amazing  (upport  is  it  to  the  body 
as  well  as  the  mind!  What  fhould  I  do  now  with¬ 
out  religion?  O  blefs  the  Lord!”  During  the 
whole  of  the  day,  he  was  in  the  fame  heavenly 
frame  of  mind  ;  continually  lifting  up  his  heart  to 
God  in  holy  ejaculation  and  rapturous  praife,  and 
converfing  freely  and  profitably  with  thofe  who 
called  to  fee  him. 

On  the  three  fucceeding  days,  he  was  much  in  the 
fame  fpirit — praying  and  praifing  God.  During 
this  time,  I  had  much  ferious  converfation  with  him. 
He  atked  me,  what  I  thought  were  certain  proofs 
of  line  ere,  love  to  Jefus  Chrift;  and,  after  enume¬ 
rating  Over  a!,  he  gave  a  fmile  of  approbation,  and 
iignified  that  bis  experience  was  agreeable  to  them. 
He  often  faid,  as  a  long  of  praife,  confidence,  and 
\  idtory,  “  My,  foul  doth  magnify  the  Lord ,  and  my  fur  it 
do, 'Ji  doth  rejoice  In  God  my  Saviour And  I  am  in¬ 
formed 


formed,  it  was  on  one  of  thefe  day8,  that  be  faid 
one  of  the  members  of  his  clafs,  44  Thofe  are  blebed 
words  of  oar  Lord,  Peace  I  leave  with you ,  my  peace 
I  give  unto  you  :  not  as  the  world  giveth ,  give  /  unte 
youd  He  added,4  It  is  glory,  it  is  all  glory  d  And  ofhim- 
leifhe  faid,  44  Having  nothing,  yet  pojfejfng  all  things  I 
What  a  mercy,  I  ever  knew  any  thing  of  God  !” 
At  another  lime,  a  few  of  his  clafs  coming  to  fee 
him,  he  faid  to  Nanny  Cutler’s  fiber,  44  I  fliall  foon 
fee  Nanny  in  heaven  !” — -(a  woman  who  was  emi¬ 
nent  for  faith,  prayer,  holin-efs,  and  ufefulnefs.) 
And  when  they  took  their  leave  of  him,  he  affec¬ 
tionately  faid  to  them  all,  44  Farewell,  and  pray 
that  I  your  leader,  and  you  my  clafs,  may  all  come 
up.”  And,  at  another  time,  after  afking  his  bro¬ 
ther  the  ltate  of  his  mind,  he  faid  to  him,  44  Go  on, 
go  on,  the  end  of  it  will  be  heaven.” 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  22d,  he  was  mnfpeak- 
ably  happy  in  God,  and  alked  the  family  to  join  in 
bnging  a  hymn.  They  fixed  upon,  44  Lord,  I  be¬ 
lieve  a  reb  remains,”  & c.  He  began  the  tune, 
and  joined  in  bnging,  with  great  delight.  Then  he 
abied  for  his  favourite  hymn,  44  There  is  a  land  of 
pure  delight,”  &c.  And,  both  at  bnging  and 
prayer,  he  repeatedly  exclaimed,  44  Glory  be  to 
God.”  When  the  meeting  was  concluded,  he  faid:. 
lie  had  felt  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  very  power¬ 
fully  :  and  it  was  a  very  refrefhing  feafon  to  thofe 
that  were  prefent. 

On  Sunday,  the  23d,  in  the  afternoon,  on  Mr, 
Sagar’s  mentioning  Rochdale,  he  faid,  44  I  had 
once  a  glorious  time  there,  when  hearing  Mr.  Ben- 
Ton  preach  from,  Chri/l  in  you  the  hope  of  glory  :  Whom 


we  preach,  warning  every  man ,  and  teaching  every  matt 
&n  all  wifdom  ;  that  we  may  prefent  every  man  perfect  in 
C/triJl  Jefus.  When  I  got  from  my  horfe  at  your 
door,  O  !  how  did  my  heart  overflow  with  the  love 
of  God.  Had  I  ftrength  of  body,  O  1  how  could! 
preach  it  over  to  you  now.”  This  fermon  was 
preached  at  the  opening  of  the  large  and  conve¬ 
nient  new  chapel  there.  When  Mr.  Sugar  parted 
with  him,  he  took  hold  of  his  hand,  and  faid,  u  We 
•fhall  meet  no  more,  till  we  meet  above.”  At  night 
he  faid,  u  My  heart  is  fixed,  O  God ,  my  heart  is  fixed  y 
I  will  fing  and  give  praifie .” 

And  now  arrived- his  lafl  day  on  earth,  Mondayr 
Sept.  24,' — though  his  friends  thought  he  would 
continue  fewer  a  i  days.  He  was  perfectly  reflgned 
to  the  will  of  God,  slid  rejoiced  in  hope  of  his 
glory.  He  knew  that  a  real  Chrifiian  is  born  from 
above,  heaven  is  his  native  country,  and  dying  to 
him  is  only  going  home.  About  five  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon,  on  receiving  a  letter  from  a  friend  of  his 
at  Coin,  he  faid,  u  I  have  a  Friend,  above,  an  Ad¬ 
vocate  before  the  throne  of  God.” 

Between  five  and  fix  o’clock,  he  and-  Mr.  Ti¬ 
mothy  Crowther  had  a  converfation  upon  a  fubjeCt 
on  which  they  had  not  al  ways  thought  alike,  namely, 
the  fubjedl  cf  our  behaviour  towards  fuel)  as  have 
been  overtaken  in  a  fault.  Mr.  Crowther,  in  a  letter 
to  me,  containing  traits  on  Mr.  Alpden’s  character 
as  a  fincere  follower  of  Jefus  Chrift.  to  which  I 
have  had  recourfe  feveral  times  in  writing  this  fhort 
memoir,  fays,  u  In  thefe  things  I  have  fometimes 
thought  him  a  little  too  tight,  and  he  thought  me  a 

little 


Tittle  too  lax.  Bat  on  his  death-bed,  about  vc  hours 
-before  he  departed,  he,  to  me,  teemed  greatly 
changed  on  this  head;  mod  of  what  he  fa  id,  at  this 
time,  being  an  exhortation  to  me,  to  be  merciful 
to  poor  backsliders ;  to  bear  with,  pity,  and  labour 
by  every  means  to  raite  them  up  again.  44  Be 
merciful,”  faid  he,  44  for  this  is  li-ke  our  heavenly 
Father.” — Thefe  words  he  feveral  times  repeated. 

About  eight  o’clock  he  altered  much  for  the 
worfe.  Mrs.  Afpden  feeing  this,  kneeled  down  at 
the  tide  of  the  bed,  and  faid  to  him,  44  My  dear, 
do  you  know  mei”  He  anfvvered,  44  O  yes  ;”  and 
after  pauiing  a  little,  faid,  44  And  I  know  I  muff 
die  :  and  I  know  I  love  God  :  and  I  know  I  love 
Jefus  Ohrid  :  and  I  know  I  am  going  to  glory.” 
He  then  talked  a  little  about  his  funeral,  and  with- 
ed  it  might  be  a  private  one.  And  feeing  them  all 
much  affected,  he  faid,  44  Now  you  yomag  women, 
if  you  would  but  go  to  the  ehapel,  and  lift  up  your 
fouls  to  God,  that  would  be  the  bed.” 

As  tinging  the  praifes  of  Gcd  was  a  favourite  ex- 
crcife  with  him,  about  ten  o’clock  we  fung  feveral 
verfes  of  hymns  fuitable  to  the  tolemn  occadon,  and 
his  foul  was  all  praife  and  love.  From  the  fulnefs 
of  his  heart  he  fpake  exprefsly  of  God’s  univerfal 
love  to  mankind.  It  has  often  been  remarked,  that 
when  perfons  are  happy  in  God,  they  ar$.  faved 
from  narrownefs  of  foul,  and  proclaim  Ohrid  the 
univerfal  'Saviour  of  men.  Ye  have  an  unction  from 
the  Holy  One ,  fays  ‘St.  John,  and  ye  know  all  things. 
This  pentecoda!  fire  warms  the  cold  bread,  dif- 
folves  the  adamantine  heart,  expands  the  contract¬ 
ed  mind,  and,  by  its  affimiialing  power,  changes 
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its  poffeffor  into  a  holy  fimilitude  of  Him,  who  is 

lovin'  vnto  every  iwm>  and  whole  tender  mercies  are 

ever  w»*  4 as  loor.ks. 

A  little  before  eleven  o’clock,  he  made  one  re¬ 
markable  effort,  and  it  was  in  effect  his  lalt,  in 
(hewing  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  having  our  robes 
wa died  and  made  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb. 
This  he  urged  with  great  exertion  and  uncommon 
pathos,  and  faid,  that  thofe  fo  waflied,  would  be 
•admitted  through  the  gates  into  the  city  of  the  New 
Jerufalem ;  and,  that  the  final  neglect  of  this, 
would  be  attended  with  inevitable  damnation.  His 
whole  truit  and  confidence  was  in  Chrifl  to  the 
I  aft,  and  he  experimentally  knew  the  efficacy  of  his 
blood  to  our  falvation. 

After  this,  he  repeatedly  attempted  to  fpeak, 
but  could  only  get  out  half  fentences,  and  fome- 
tiines  only  tingle  words.  And  at  lad,  he  could  not 
form  words  at  all  ;  the  tongue,  after  feveral  inef¬ 
fectual  efforts,  loft  its  power  of  articulation  ;  thfe 
flame  of  life  glimmered  in  its  focket ;  his  pulfe  flag¬ 
ged  ;  the  purple  current  ftagnated ;  <he  heart 
refufed  to  perform  its  office;  and  the  vital  functions 
ceafed ;  and  his  happy  fpirit  took  its  flight  from 
thefe  regions  of  mortality,  to  be  forever  with  the 
Lord. 


FINI  S. 


